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took place in the Lancashire cotton industry, following a reck-
less strike over the question whether a single grinder should do
certain technical work on his machine. It had got as far as the
stoppage of 120,000 workers, when the board of trade settled it.
About the same time began a great lock-out of boilermakers on
the north-east coast. This affected all the ironworkers employed
by the Federation of Shipbuilding Employers; lasted fourteen
weeks; cost the Boilermakers' Society £100,000 in strike pay and
the workers £800,000 in lost wages; and ended in the men's
defeat. Its cause was the breaking by local members of an agree-
ment made by the Boilermakers' Society on their behalf; and
the revolt throughout was almost as much against the union's
head office as against the employers. Presiding that autumn at
the Trades Union Congress, James Haslam vainly protested
against indiscipline, and stressed its injury to collective bargain-
ing. In October an event occurred in France, which was much
observed in England. This was the French railway strike, which
paralysed the Nord and fitat systems, and abruptly cut off all
Channel and North Sea ports from Paris and southern France.
It was quickly crushed by the government's1 arresting the
organizers and issuing a military mobilization order covering
railway servants and engine-drivers; a device which, as English
railwaymen noted, could not be repeated in England. Then in
November in South Wales, where the Miners* Federation had
only just averted a stoppage of the coalfield in the previous
March, a local strike of 30,000 men (mainly employed by the
Cambrian Coal trust) broke out in the Rhondda and Aberdare
valleys in sympathy with a handful of miners dissatisfied over
the rate of pay on a particular seam. On 7 November at Ton-y-
pandy miners attacked the pithead and stopped the ventilating
machinery; and thereupon a riotous mob looted and terrorized
the place for three days. Police brought from Swansea and
Bristol proved insufficient in face of the numbers. The chief
constable of Glamorgan asked for troops; and 200 Hussars and
two companies of infantry were sent from Salisbury Plain. But
Churchill, who was then home secretary, had them stopped at
Swindon, and telegraphed on the gth to the men urging them to
1 Curiously, the three leading ministers in it—Briand, Millerand, and Viviani—
had not very long before been the three most brilliant leaders, after Jaures, in the
French socialist party. This further discredited parliamentarism in the labour
movement.

